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This is a fact of history that is new to me -- I was not aware that the historical Torquatus of
Cicero's time had died as a hero in battle only a few years before De Finibus was written. Not
sure exactly the implication of that but it strikes me that Fish is correct that this would have
been a factor in Cicero choosing to use him as the Epicurean spokesman - presumably
indicating Torquatus' good standing in Cicero's mind.
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