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"Holding as | do this theory, what reason should | have for fearing that | may not be able to
bring our Torquati into accord with it? ... | shall maintain this, that if they performed those
actions, which are beyond question noble, from some motive, their motive was not virtue apart
from all else. He stripped the foe of his necklet. Yes, and he donned it himself to save his own
life. But he faced a grave danger. Yes, with the whole army looking on. What did he gain by it?
Applause and affection, which are the strongest guarantees for passing life in freedom from
fear." Torquatus from Cicero's On Ends, line 34 (Reid Translation)

Abbreviated for space reasons from this:
Quote

[34] Holding as | do this theory, what reason should | have for fearing that | may not be
able to bring our Torquati into accord with it? You a little while ago shewed at once
your copious memory and your friendly and kindly feeling for me by quoting their
examples; yet you neither perverted me by eulogizing my ancestors nor made me less
vigorous in my reply. Now | ask, what interpretation do you put upon the actions of
these men? Do you believe that they attacked the armed foe, or practiced such cruelty
towards their own children and their own flesh and blood, absolutely without giving a
thought to their own interest or their own advantage? Why, even the beasts do not act
so as to produce such a tumult and confusion that we cannot see the purpose of their
movements and attacks; do you believe that men so exceptional achieved such great
exploits from no motive whatever?

[35] What the motive was, | shall examine presently; meanwhile | shall maintain this,
that if they performed those actions, which are beyond question noble, from some
motive, their motive was not virtue apart from all else. He stripped the foe of his
necklet. Yes, and he donned it himself to save his own life. But he faced a grave
danger. Yes, with the whole army looking on. What did he gain by it? Applause and
affection, which are the strongest guarantees for passing life in freedom from fear. He
punished his son with death. If purposelessly, | should be sorry to be descended from
one so abominable and so cruel; but if he did it to enforce by his self-inflicted pain the
law of military command, and by fear of punishment to control the army in the midst of
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a most critical war, then he had in view the preservation of his fellow-countrymen,
which he knew to involve his own.
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