Dr. David Glidden's "Epicurean Prolepsis”

Post by “Cassius” of March 3, 2023 at 9:17 PM

Before | forget to include this in the conversation, let me add this link here as a possible visual
way to illustrate a least a part what Dr. Glidden is talking about in terms of the mind
assembling individual discrete observations into something more without use of words or
concepts or definitions:

File:Flip Book - Messi Example.webm - Wikipedia
en.wikipedia.org

There's lots of white space on each of those pages being flipped. Why did your mind pick out
the line figures? Did you have to have conceptual definitions of men and soccer to do that?

| think there are probably other visualizations that people can cite as they read the article and
think about what he is saying. Following the lead of the article as to what the Epicureans were
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suggesting, maybe the best way to grasp it might be to think of other visual ways, rather than
dealing exclusively with words and definitions. Is this what Velleius was suggesting?

Quote from Velleius in On The Nature of the Gods

“These discoveries of Epicurus are so acute in themselves and so subtly expressed that
not everyone would be capable of appreciating them. Still | may rely on your
intelligence, and make my exposition briefer than the subject demands. Epicurus then,
as he not merely discerns abstruse and recondite things with his mind's eye, but
handles them as tangible realities, teaches that the substance and nature of the gods is
such that, in the first place, it is perceived not by the senses but by the mind, and not
materially or individually, like the solid objects which Epicurus in virtue of their
substantiality entitles steremnia; but by our perceiving images owing to their similarity
and succession, because an endless train of precisely similar images arises from the
innumerable atoms and streams towards the gods, our mind with the keenest feelings
of pleasure fixes its gaze on these images, and so attains an understanding of the
nature of a being both blessed and eternal."

(Dr. Glidden says that he prefers the opinion that there is an error in the text and that indeed it
was supposed to say that the images flow to us from the gods rather than in the opposite
direction.)

So as we proceed | hope people will think of creative ways to grasp the possibilities he is
suggesting as to how to interpret Epicurus.
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