Dr. David Glidden's "Epicurean Prolepsis”

Post by “Cassius” of March 3, 2023 at 9:10 PM

And what is among the most memorable passages, the conclusion that should drive you to read
the article to see if he can prove it to your satisfaction?

Quote from David Glidden

We are free to conceptualize and theorize about anything at all, about the movements
of atoms, about the authority of experience. But our starting point and the measure of
the truth of everything we have to say must remain the way things look, the present
and persistent appearances of phaenomena and prolépseis. This guarantees that
whatever we think about always attaches to some portion of reality. It is worth
savouring the irony that this is a strategy which would appeal more to a Skeptic than a
Stoic, for by completely isolating present and persistent appearances this way from the
cognitive constructions of reason, the Epicurean perceiver has only the way things look
to go by, the way things appear without representation, without interpretation. The
Epicurean bravely vows to pull knowledge of reality up from this well of raw experience.
The Skeptic from Aenesidemus to Hume goes this far in the company of the Epicureans.
But when it comes to working at the well and coming up with something known, the
Skeptic holds back and takes his rest.

At least for me, Dr. Glidden has made his point to my satisfaction. It seems to me that he
reconciles Diogenes Laertius and Cicero's Velleius and Lucretius as well in a way that is
guaranteed to offend everyone of the slightest Stoic disposition, and that may be one of the
most reliable indicators of accuracy | can visualize.
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