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It appears it isn't the reward of future results for beavers. It's the sound of running water that
elicits dam building:

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2936-dr-frans-de-waal-primatologist/?postID=22969#p0st22969



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2936-dr-frans-de-waal-primatologist/?postID=22969#post22969

The Sound of Running Water Puts Beavers in the Mood to Build

This one weird trick can help you exploit a beaver's natural instincts.
www.mentalfloss.com
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