
What is the future of friendship? (Some random
thoughts prompted by ChatGPT)
Post by “Kalosyni” of February 19, 2023 at 2:39 PM

Quote from waterholic

Case in point is friendship, which plays a central role in the Epicurean philosophy as
one of the main ways of achieving tranquility through safety.

@waterholic, it sounds like perhaps you see tranquility as an important goal within
Epicureanism? Here on the forum some of us find that to be a good goal, where as others of us
insist on seeing a broader understanding of pleasure -- or as I personally like to think of it -- "a
sweet life" is the goal. (So we are often having to clarify and redefine things, and perhaps
things can get confusing).

There are several places within Epicurean philosophy in which it appears that tranquility is the
goal (such as in the Letter to Meneoceus). However, in this forum we attempt to examine the
big picture and when we do so then we are able to interpret the Epicurean goal as simply
"pleasure" -- and this pleasure also includes some tranquility. So instead of tranquility being an
end, it is a tool for pleasure. ( Cassius maybe we need to set up a chart to explain this better?).

I could say more about whether or not "tranquility" was possible in Epicurus' time (since there
was often the looming threat of brutal war and political strife). And now in our own time there
are many things which can get keep us up at night worrying about the future. And I believe
there are ways to deal with all of this.

For our current times, I would say also that friendship provides a kind of sweetness in life (and
perhaps less security) -- so friendship is a tool for pleasure, which begins in mutual benefit, but
over time evolves into mutual appreciation and enjoyment of getting to see, know, and
experience another human being. It is true that in our times friendships can be somewhat
transitory. When I moved from the West Coast to the Southeast of the US, the friendships that I
had there are now altered forever (though I still keep in touch with a few, it is a very distant
feeling of connection).

I believe that one needs to "keep the faith" so to speak -- keep the faith in friendships, and that
friendship is possible.

I envision Epicurean philosophy becoming a helpful tool for building community and friendship.
We still have lots to do to prepare the teaching materials before we can create a program in
which to introduce people to the philosophy. The materials also need to include how to create
and build communities. These communities would be more like "churches" or a club/society.
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In the meantime you might like to check out this thread here which has some practical tips on
friendship:

Thread
Cultivation of Friendship within Epicureanism

Principle Doctrine 27:

27. Of all the things that wisdom provides for the complete happiness of one's entire life, by
far the greatest is friendship.

Principle Doctrine 27 is very important for a happy life. Modern life is busy with work and
family, and yet we all still need friends. So it is very important to take the time and put the
effort into making friends and maintaining friendships. Some people might be satisfied with the
number and kind of friendships in their lives, but others…

Kalosyni
January 16, 2022 at 8:54 PM
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