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Post by “Cassius” of February 16, 2023 at 9:46 AM

Several of us talked last night that we really need to develop a list of alternative theories so we
can be sure to cover them when we record this session. | have started such a list below - please
feel free to make suggestions. | intend to at least include the major quotes under each source,
but I have not had time to get started. Once this is fleshed out we will be able to post it
somewhere it is regularly findable:

Notes Re Anticipations / Preconceptions / Prolepsis

Alternative Sources:

Diogenes Laertius

Velleius from On The Nature of the Gods

References in Epicurus Letters and/or Principal Doctrines
Lucretius

B W

Alternative Theories:

1. The faculty of Anticipations is what happens when we see multiple oxes, create a word-
picture of an ox, and then use that word-picture as a reference in labeling things as
"oxen" when we see new ones. (Diogenes Laertius)

2. The faculty of Anticipations arises because of things which are engraved in our minds at
birth (Velleius)

3. Anticipations involve justice, notions about the gods, and time (references in the letters of
Epicurus but no real explanation)

4. Anticipations involve the repeated inflow of images into our minds and creating what
amounts to an established path by which we are disposed to route new images.

5. Anticipations is a faculty that disposes us to recognize patterns - "Pattern recognition"
(These patterns are simply in the objects themselves and are not ideal forms or essences
or divinely created.)

Alternative Positions By Commentators:

1. DeWitt
2. Bailey
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3. Voula Tsouna
4. David Sedley
5. Others?
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