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Quote

Does the faculty of Anticipations describe nothing more than concept-formation and the
application of those concepts to new situations? Or - like i think most of us accept
about the operation of pain-pleasure and even the 5 senses, the faculty of anticipations
involves some kind of inborn predisposition of principles of operation which exist in us
before any exposure to anything that causes the faculty of anticipations to generate
any input to our minds.

It occurs to me that one reason for considering the anticipations to be involved in pattern
recognition is that it obviates any need for "forms" or "essences". The categorization of oxen as
oxen exists not as a separate type in an ideal state of things, but is simply something that
forms in our minds.

   

I don't know that Epicurus would have taken this to Darwinian conclusions, though Lucretius
hints at that, but it perfectly represents the folly of idealized unchanging forms. It is possible to
prove genetically, for example, that whales (the purple cube) are descended from land dwelling
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ungulates of which oxen are one current class. The pink shape on the far left might represent a
common ancestor of both. How does the Ideal Form of an Ox-like creature turn into the Ideal
Form of a Whale-like creature? If the Forms are unchanging, as Plato suggests, then whence
cometh the Form of the new-fangled whale?
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