
Did Epicurus really oversell the power of science to
diminish anxiety?
Post by “Cassius” of February 14, 2023 at 10:19 AM

"...In the end, though, Epicurus might oversell" (emphasis added)

Like Nate, I haven't read back to the full context, so take this extra comment with a grain of salt
too: But I recall when reading the book thinking that the author was trying to both provide the
most aggressive defense of "pleasure" that I have seen from an academic since Norman
DeWitt, while still trying to avoid being "lynched."

And so in this case I read that wording as an attempt to be compassionate to those who are (in
my view) so out of touch with reality that they think that magic bullets are possible. Probably
there are better ways to state my last sentence but I read the "might" as an attempt to soften
the blow for those who are in really bad circumstances, rather than a charge against Epicurus.
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