
What Are The Possible Reasons (And Of These, The
Most Likely) Why The List of 40 Principal Doctrines
Does Not Feature A Statement Explicitly Stating
Pleasure To Be The Goal of Life?
Post by “Cassius” of February 13, 2023 at 12:06 PM

Quote from Don

121] Two sorts of happiness (eudaimonia) can be conceived, the one the highest
possible, such as the gods enjoy, which cannot be augmented, the other admitting
addition and subtraction of pleasures.

I wonder if that means that the happiness that the gods enjoy is necessarily greater that the
top level that can be enjoyed by non-gods. Meaning, just because the happiness of the gods
never increases or decreases, does that mean that the top level enjoyable by non gods is less
than that when it is at its top level?

Further and rephrased: I wonder if that passage about competing with the gods for happiness
indicates that the changing level available to non-gods, when it is at its highest level, can be
equal the unchanging level of the gods, with the only difference being the limitation in time
available to the non-gods?

1
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2888-what-are-the-possible-reasons-and-of-these-the-most-likely-why-
the-list-of-40-pr/?postID=22626#post22626

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2885-confidence-in-katastematic-pleasure/?postID=22572#post22572
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2888-what-are-the-possible-reasons-and-of-these-the-most-likely-why-the-list-of-40-pr/?postID=22626#post22626
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2888-what-are-the-possible-reasons-and-of-these-the-most-likely-why-the-list-of-40-pr/?postID=22626#post22626

