What Are The Possible Reasons (And Of These, The
Most Likely) Why The List of 40 Principal Doctrines
Does Not Feature A Statement Explicitly Stating
Pleasure To Be The Goal of Life?

Post by “Don” of February 13, 2023 at 11:12 AM

Quote from Cassius

Principal Doctrine |
| Principal Docrings | Next>
To  yaxapop ko agBaptop obTe aDTO MpayHATA EfEN obte akho mupepel, (0T
Thatwhichis blessed and  ndestuctible  neher - - fias (any) [routle itse] nor - does it cause (trouble) ffor anyane else] - so that
Y olte opyaic obte yapol ouvEgeTal: €v aoBevel yop v T0 TolodTo, 2

[thesnoper]either inanger o infavors - - = because al - such (things are only for) the weak]

Don, as our resident Greek expert, what is your assessment of the possibility that PDO1
is not a reference to the gods alone, but is intended to be a reference to the best life

for humans as well as gods, and thus serves as a reference to pleasure (the opposite of
pain as stated in PDO3) being the goal?

It's possible... Maybe. But I'd also reference DL 10.121:

121] Two sorts of happiness (eudaimonia) can be conceived, the one the highest possible, such

as the gods enjoy, which cannot be augmented, the other admitting addition and subtraction of
pleasures.

121] TAv e0datpoviav duxf voelobat, TAV TE AKPOTATNY, Ol €0TL MePL TOV Bedv, €m{Ttaoy ovK
gyovoav: Kol TNV <KaTd TAV> MPoodriknv Kol dgaipeav doviv.
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