Five Doses That Trump Four Every Time - The "Five-
Part Cure"

Post by “Cassius” of February 9, 2023 at 9:43 AM

As usual there is lots of room for varying the wording of the translation from the Latin:

CICERO DE FINIBUS

nihil desiderare manum cum ita esset affecta, secun-
dum non recte, si voluptas esset bonum, fuisse
desideraturam.  Ideirco enim non desideraret quia
quod dolore caret id in voluptate est.

BOOK . xi-xii
his hand in that condition wanted nothing, was not
justified in his second admission, that if pleasure were
a good, his hand would have wanted it. And the
reasort why it would not have wanted pleasure is,

40}  XIL “ Extremum autem esse bonorum voluptatem that to be without pain is to be in a state of pleasure,
ex hoe facillime perspici potest: Constitvamus ali- 40} XIL “The truth of the position that pleasure s the Plssareproved
: : a o , the Chief Goo
quem magnis, multis, perpetuis fruentem et animo ultimate good will most readily appear from the yy oy

following illustration, Let us imagine a man living '.{-I-its.w.:;fdhr:.-}'[:i;x-
in the continuous enjoyment of numerous and vivid ’
pleasures alike of body and of mind, undisturbed
either by the presence or by the prospect of pain:

et corpore voluptatibug, nullo dolore nee impediente
nec impendente ; quem tandem hoce statu praestabili-
orem ant magis expetendum possimus dicere?  In-

esse enim necesse est in eo qui ita sit affectus et what possible state of existence could we deseribe as
firmitatem animi nec mortem nec dolorem timentis, being more excellent or more desirable? One so
quod mors sensu careat, dolor in longinguitate levis, situated must possess in the first place a strength of
in gravitate brevis soleat esse, ut eius magnitudinem mind that is proof against all fear of death or of

pain; he will know that death means complete un-
conseinusness, and that pain is generally light if long
and short if strong, so that its intensity is compen-
sated by brief duration and its continuance by

41| eeleritas, diuturnitatem allevatiorconsoletur, Ad ea
cum accedit ut neque divinum numen horreat nee
praeteritas voluptates effluere patiatur earumque

assidua recordatione lnetetur, quid est quod hue 1| diminishing severity, Let such a man moreoves
possit, quo melins sit, accedere? Statue contea ali- have no dread of any supernatural power; let him
quem confectum tantis animi corporisque doloribus never suffer the pleasures of the past to fade away,
quanti in hominem maximi eadere possunt, nulla spe but constantly renew their enjoyment in recollee-

tion,—and his lot will be one which will not admit
of further improvement, Suppose on the other hand
a person erushed beneath the heaviest load of mental
and of bodily anguish to which humanity is liable.

proposita fore levius aliquando, nulla praeterea
neque pracsenti nee exspeetata voluptate; quid eo
miserins dici aut fingi potest?  Quod si vita doloribus

referta maxime fugienda est, summum profecto Grant him no hope of ultimate relief in view ;
malum est vivere cum dolore; cui sententiae consen- also give him no pleasure either present or in
tancum est ultimum esse bonorum cum voluptate prospect. Can one describe or imagine a more piti-

able state? If then a life full of pain is the thing

most to be avaided, it follows that to live in pain is

the highest evil ; and this position implies that a life

of pleasure is the ultimate good. In fact the mind
45

vivere. Nee enim habet nostra mens quidquam ubi

Yaua mielins sit Miilier; quod melius sit Mdv, with MSS,
44
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