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This is probably repetitive but might be worth repeating:

I don't think Epicurus saw anything wrong with conceptual reasoning whatsoever as long as we
recognize that it is humans who are assigning the definitions to words, and that the
definitions/meanings are not assigned by "God" or some kind of mystical or semi-mystical "ideal
form" or "essence."

As long as we recognize that humans give definitions to words, and we can make mistakes the
further we get away from things that are directly observable, then we can keep speculation in
line and come up with methods for determining when we think things are true, when we think
things are false, and when we need to "wait" or accept multiple possibilities.

That seems to me to be the premise of the whole Epicurean canonics: We have to use
conceptual reasoning in order to reach conclusions and not be absolute skeptics. But in doing
so, we can't stand by idly while people falsely claim that their definitions of the concepts
(especially concepts which are moral conclusions like "the good" or "virtue" or "piety") are
blessed by God or by Nature or by Ideal Forms or by Essences or anything else that gives them
a mystical quality that we must accept, overriding and overruling our own conclusions that
derive from our own senses, anticipations, and feelings.

1
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2878-as-to-the-three-legs-of-the-canon-sensations-feelings-anticipations-
is-it-possib/?postID=22495#post22495

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2878-as-to-the-three-legs-of-the-canon-sensations-feelings-anticipations-is-it-possib/?postID=22495#post22495
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2878-as-to-the-three-legs-of-the-canon-sensations-feelings-anticipations-is-it-possib/?postID=22495#post22495

