
As To The Three Legs Of The Canon (Sensations,
Feelings, Anticipations) Is it Possible to Experience
(Receive Data?) From One Without The Others?
Post by “Joshua” of February 5, 2023 at 11:51 PM

To clarify, my "yes!" Was in response to Don's post and not Cassius' question (in which we cross
posted).

Quote

Is not the awareness of consciousness itself - of being alive - a "sensation" of some
kind? And would that not factor in to the apparent view that so long as pain is not
present what is being felt is pleasure, even if it is just awareness of being alive?

My (again, tentative) reaction to this would be no. When DeWitt says that Epicurus was not an
Empiricist he was pushing back against the tendency to merge all faculties into one and call it
sensation. DeWitt regards sensation as being incapable of judgment, memory, etc.

When Epicurus talks about 'pleasant expectations for the future', or 'the memory of past
pleasures' he's describing mental faculties apart from sensation. DeWitt uses the example of
the man unjustly convicted in court. He experiences a feeling of pain at hearing the judgment
quite apart from the aural sensation itself. It would of course be impossible for the man to know
of his unjust conviction without sensation, but after he knows of it he stops requiring sensation
to feel pleasure or pain about it.
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