As To The Three Legs Of The Canon (Sensations,
Feelings, Anticipations) Is it Possible to Experience
(Receive Data?) From One Without The Others?

Post by “Cassius” of February 5, 2023 at 6:36 PM

Joshua did | frame this question accurately to the way we were discussing it?

| don't recall that we have addressed this question before and it's full of difficulties. | agree with
Don's comments generally with the possible exception as to anticipations. | will need to reread
the rest of the chapter and see if there are any academic articles on this topic.

I think my eventual answer is going to be that they all three function together and all the time,
but that will move "anticipations" more deeply into the center of all brain activity than | have
previously considered it to be. However that may well be possible.

Though Dewitt occasionally uses the term ideas | think reject the view that anticipations are
"ideas" of any kind, and | think | prefer the view that they were considered to be by Epicurus
some kind of "firmware" or "operating system" process always involved in consciousness
(probably involving patten assembly and recognition).

In that | am influenced by the Barwis argument that we are born with "principles of operation"
(again genetic or similar methods of functioning) but not with "ideas.". In that | see a strong
analogy to pleasure and pain and the senses, in that they are in operation at birth (or some
time after conception) though containing no prior experiences.
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