
Has the meaning of friendship changed since the
times of Epicurus
Post by “Cassius” of February 1, 2023 at 1:38 PM

Quote from waterholic

The detailed analysis why living an Epicurean lifestyle is not selfish and can be virtuous
at times misses the point, sounding nearly apologetic.

Rhetorical question, not limited to this book: "Isn't that (sounding apologetic) a problem of just
about every book and article written about Epicurus in the last 2000 years?"

I definitely agree that "sounding apologetic" is a big problem in general, and I wish I could point
to books or articles that I think are free of that problem. I will say that this is one reason for my
appreciation of Norman DeWitt - if there is a book on Epicurus that is largely free of "sounding
apologetic" about Epicurus, it is that one.

So I do agree with your comment as written, but at the same time I will quickly add that I think
"Living for Pleasure" is probably one of the least apologetic books on Epicurus I have read in a
long time, which is why I like it so much.

I wonder if you (or others) can think of books which are less apologetic?

As for the definition of friendship I think that's a great question. The points you raise point out
the problem - what do we (or Epicurus) really mean by "friendship"? I gather there are some
specific references to what it means in Aristotle, but I am not sure about other writers. I wish
that parallel to Gosling & Taylor's "The Greeks on Pleasure" there were a similar book with
similar research on "The Greeks on Friendship."
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