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Post by “Cassius” of February 18, 2019 at 5:05 PM

Yes I agree Nate --->

Quote from Nate

so attempting to express the 'Ideal Epicurean Being' as an image is incredibly difficult.

Yes especially since the word "ideal" indicates something that does not exist. We are talking
even in Epicurean terms about beings that exist, even as "gods among men" exist. I think our
first and maybe best shot is as you indicate, depicting images of people who are outstandingly
successful in the important areas of life. For some reason Sean Connery as James Bond kind of
exemplifies (in my mind) as the ultimate "spy." I think we're talking about depicting people who
are in the process of living this description:

The truth of the position that pleasure is the ultimate good will most readily appear from the
following illustration. Let us imagine a man living in the continuous enjoyment of numerous and
vivid pleasures alike of body and of mind, undisturbed either by the presence or by the
prospect of pain: what possible state of existence could we describe as being more excellent or
more desirable? One so situated must possess in the first place a strength of mind that is proof
against all fear of death or of pain; he will know that death means complete unconsciousness,
and that pain is generally light if long and short if strong, so that its intensity is compensated by
brief duration and its continuance by diminishing severity. Let such a man moreover have no
dread of any supernatural power; let him never suffer the pleasures of the past to fade away,
but constantly renew their enjoyment in recollection, and his lot will be one which will not admit
of further improvement.

That kind of picture really doesn't require costumes or idealizations at all.
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