
Festivals or Contemplation??
Post by “Cassius” of January 27, 2023 at 6:36 PM

Quote from Todd

I would say the presumption should be in favor of consistency with the other
occurrences of the word in DL. Since he is drawing from disparate sources, that
weakens the argument, but what else do we have?

Following up on this, which one do we expect is the most consistent not only with other uses of
the word, but with what we expect Epicurus to have more likely said?

Seems like a lot of people want to link the "public festivals" to comments about Epicurus' piety
and his affection for Greece. That seems reasonable, but he obviously also found his greatest
pleasure in study of nature and in pursuing his philosophy.

I tend to think the most "likely" thing for him to have said is the latter, with the reference being
to the study of nature rather than pure "rumination." (How's that for a reference to our current
discussions?  ). That wouldn't take away from his 'piety' or his affection for Greece, but it
would make him less chargeable with patronizing religious ceremonies with which he pretty
clearly would have disagreed.
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