"Next Big Idea" Podcast Interviews Emily Austin

Post by “Don” of January 27, 2023 at 10:44 AM

Quote from Don

PPS. Still about 14 minutes to go in the podcast episode but so far SO
refreshing to hear such positive conversation on a mainstream podcast of Epicureanism
and Epicurus! Can't wait to finish.... But it's late so I'll leave that till morning.

Okay, finished up The Next Big Idea podcast episode with Emily Austin, and "Yes, yes, yes!"
Some random thoughts to simply add to the k0do¢ (kudos) she's already acquired.

btw, | double-checked and kdbdoc¢ is defined by LSJ as "glory, renown, esp. in war" and, in some
ways, I'd say the Stoics are gonna see this as a "war." They've been largely unopposed in the
popular arena for a long time. But, by Zeus, we have a new champion on the Epicurean side!
as

e The episode was lively, conversational, and a classic example of The Next Big Idea
podcast format. You wanna share TNBI podcast with friends? Share this one!

e The Twentiether/kegger comment was amusing.

e The host was, as others have pointed out, extremely welcoming. What | found most
interesting was his acknowledgement that he had had these "Epicurean" tendencies and
thoughts *before* knowing about Epicurus. Epicurus was in some ways a validation of his
intuition. | think that's a good thing and points to the "common sense" within the
philosophy... As opposed to say Stoicism.

e And the contrasts consistently made between the classical and modern Stoics vs
Epicureans was great!!

e Emily's consistent emphasis on "extravagant desires aren't bad" is refreshing!!

e | also liked Rufus saying the line about greed, satisfaction, and tranquility stopping him in
his tracks was great. | realize it was an ad for the app, but it felt genuine too. The Stones
excerpt was a nice touch.

I know I'm not saying anything novel in this post, so I'll end with "Thank you! To Emily! To
Rufus! To The Next Big Idea for inviting her on! Well deserved and well played!"
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