Carl Sagan's Cosmos Episode Seven "Backbone of
the Night" - Good Summary of Problems with Plato

Post by “Don” of January 25, 2023 at 11:35 PM

Oh, man! That video takes me back. | was a huge fan of Sagan in high school. | even
remembering wearing a turtleneck or two in his honor = Weren't we talking about taking on
distinctive clothing of one's sect in another thread?

Sagan definitely doesn't pull any punches on Plato! Bravo! It lays out the "case against" Plato
and his "ideas are better than the natural world" fallacy.

| often forget that Samos was part of lonia, and that Aristarchus (c. 310 - c. 230 BCE) was
actually born on Samos after Epicurus (341-270 BC) around the time Epicurus was teaching at
Mytilene. Aristarchus was a student of Strato of Lampsacus, who was the third head of the
Peripatetic School in Greece. And Lampsacus is, of course, familiar to Epicureans! Per Wikipedia
, Strato might have known Epicurus during his period of teaching in Lampsacus between 310
and 306 BCE. The ideas of natural science and observation of nature were swirling all around
lonia before and during Epicurus's time there during his upbringing and early teaching career.
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