Carl Sagan's Cosmos Episode Seven "Backbone of
the Night" - Good Summary of Problems with Plato

Post by “Cassius” of January 25, 2023 at 8:15 AM

Carl Sagan's "Cosmos" episode "The Backbone of the Night" praising atomism and attacking
the mysticism / idealism of Pythagorus, Plato, and even Aristotle first aired in 1980, before
many of the current readers of this forum were even born. Carl Sagan died in 1996, and this
presentation isn't nearly as well known today as it once was. Even though the video does not
mention Epicurus, it's my view that the issues discussed in the part of this video reviewing
Greek philosophic issues are highly relevant to our discussions here at EpicureanFriends.

For anyone who has time to review at least the part from about the 25 minute mark to the 45
minute mark, | would very much appreciate hearing your comments - on any aspect you care to
comment about. That goes equally for those who know nothing about Carl Sagan to those who
watched every episode of Cosmos when it first aired.

My bet is that very few of us have watched this argument since you've started studying
Epicurus, and it would be very helpful to know what your reaction is to it now.
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