Thoughts On What Lucretius Might Have Considered
For The Ending of Book Six - A Comparison Chart of
Thucydides and Lucretius

Post by “Joshua” of January 15, 2023 at 9:01 PM

Quote from Cassius

Very good question but if so | am not aware of anything to establish that. Isn't one of

the only ancient comments someone (a church father?) making the comment about
Cicero "emending" it?

This comes from St. Jerome (died 420 AD) perhaps quoting Eusebius (died 339 AD), reporting
on Lucretius (died c. 55 BC). So we're dealing with a gap of 450 years.

That would be akin to a hostile source making a claim about Shakespeare yesterday with no
corroborating evidence, and in contravention of known circumstantial evidence. Cicero's letter
to his brother does not mention any emending of Lucretius, and he doesn't indicate that he was
in any way acquainted with Lucretius as a person.
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