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Quote from Todd

In reading the texts you quoted yesterday, I just don't see how this is any kind of key
takeaway. I couldn't even see where it was explicitly stated. Implied, OK...but does that
qualify it to be a fundamental principle?

I think I see why it is tempting to include a summary statement about the level of bodies with
their emergent properties being just as "real" as the level of atoms and void. I see that myself
as a hugely important point to make as the way to understand atomism that does not lead to
nihilism/despair. But I am not sure it is really a principle of physics as much as it is a point of
epistemology and maybe even ethics, so I agree that it's not really a physics principle.

And I am not sure that there is much evidence that this was an issue that the ancient
Epicureans were concerned about -- the whole subject may be something that modern
philosophies and perspectives have made it necessary to address.

But I am not sure about that, and maybe we will find more ancient Epicurean texts some day
that bring out this point more clearly. And maybe there are more already that aren't known to
me.

To me this is much the same issue as Paul complaining about his flock being slaves to the
"weak and beggarly elements." Maybe the whole question is so implicit in any discussion of
atomism that we'd see that Epicurus himself addressed it if we had more texts.
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