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A Slip of The Tongue In Salutation

Context: This brief excerpt is part of a much longer composition devoted to a discussion of
manners of speech used in greeting and parting. Epicurus’ manner of greeting is mentioned in
passing:

But I need hardly go so far back. Epicurus assuredly rejoiced in joy— pleasure was the chief
Good in his eyes; yet in his most earnest letters (which are not very numerous), and in those to
his most intimate friends, he starts with Hail. And in tragedy and the old comedy you will
constantly find it used quite at the beginning. You remember,

Hail to thee, joy be thine—

which puts health before rejoicing clearly enough.
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