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Similar discussion in the letter to Herodotus:

[54] Moreover, we must suppose that the atoms do not possess any of the qualities belonging
to perceptible things, except shape, weight, and size, and all that necessarily goes with shape.
For every quality changes; but the atoms do not change at all, since there must needs be
something which remains solid and indissoluble at the dissolution of compounds, which can
cause changes; not changes into the nonexistent or from the non-existent, but changes
effected by the shifting of position of some particles, and by the addition or departure of others.
For this reason it is essential that the bodies which shift their position should be imperishable
and should not possess the nature of what changes, but parts and configuration of their own.
For thus much must needs remain constant.

[55] For even in things perceptible to us which change their shape by the withdrawal of matter
it is seen that shape remains to them, whereas the qualities do not remain in the changing
object, in the way in which shape is left behind, but are lost from the entire body. Now these
particles which are left behind are sufficient to cause the differences in compound bodies, since
it is essential that some things should be left behind and not be destroyed into the non-
existent.

Moreover, we must not either suppose that every size exists among the atoms, in order that the
evidence of phenomena may not contradict us, but we must suppose that there are some
variations of size. For if this be the case, we can give a better account of what occurs in our
feelings and sensations.

[56] But the existence of atoms of every size is not required to explain the differences of
qualities in things, and at the same time some atoms would be bound to come within our ken
and be visible; but this is never seen to be the case, nor is it possible to imagine how an atom
could become visible.
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