"Epicurean Philosophy: An Introduction from the
‘Garden of Athens'" edited by Christos Yapijakis

Post by “Godfrey” of January 9, 2023 at 1:37 AM

This post is just an introductory post for this introductory book. I'm only part way through the
book, but there are two topics in particular which look to be fruitful for discussion here.

But first, a quick overview. As the title indicates, this is intended to be an introductory book. In
keeping with that, it's a fairly quick read. The Principal Doctrines, the Vatican Sayings, some of
Diogenes Laertius, and the three letters are included (these are not new translations, for those
interested). The chapters are essays written by members of the Garden of Athens and originally
published separately over the last decade or so.

The essays provide an introductory outline of the philosophy, and include a few that focus on
the Canon and epistemology (or gnoseology, the term used in the book).

The topics of particular interest here are:

1) The principles of atomic physics. Not 12, not 10, but 18 principles are listed. | didn't notice
how this number was derived. Given some of the recent discussion on the forum, however, this

might be fuel for a post or two =

2) Even more interesting, to me, is the discussion of epistemology. A case is made for the
Canon having four parts, not three. Here, we subscribe to the idea of the three part Canon but
are aware of the argument for a fourth part; in the book they make the argument for the fourth,
which is "the imaginary impositions of the mind." Definitely a topic worth discussing!

There's more, but this is as far as I've read so far. I'll want to go back and review some of the
book before | post in detail: consider this a teaser for the book o They have some different
takes on the philosophy than we do, and understanding their thinking on various issues will, |
think, be very useful for us, whether we eventually agree or not.

I'd love to hear other people's thoughts on the book. It's reasonably priced, and the Kindle
version is available for free on Amazon Unlimited. (For the budget conscious: a couple of weeks
ago | got a two month AU subscription for 99 cents a month, but I'm not sure if Amazon is still
offering that.)
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