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Nate my reading of your last two comments is consistent with the views taken in that A. A. Long
article, and by Sedley as well in his article on Determinism, and I am pretty strongly convinced
of the correctness of that position. I think it's especially important to always be thinking about
the implications of the eternal universe issue, as you are doing, and to never allow implicitly or
explicitly for a time "before" in our thinking about the universe as a whole. Whatever is
happening now has been happening, or at least was possible to happen, eternally into the past,
and any kind of "first" collision, even or especially a single one, did not bring the universe as a
whole into being from something different that existed beforehand.
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