New Audio Presentation By Emily Austin - Prepared
for The "Next Big Idea" Podcast

Post by “Cassius” of January 6, 2023 at 6:05 AM

Yes | agree Don, and especially | want to pick out your comment on her tone of voice. She
sounds friendly but firm, and | think the firmness is what we find often to be lacking. | am
reminding of Charleton Griffin's Audible version of Lucretius, which was very influential on my
own thinking about Epicurus. Griffin also uses a very firm voice, and while sometimes he
probably goes over-the-top with sarcasm in conveying the times when Lucretius attacks other
positions, | do think that firmness of tone goes right along with taking firm positions on so many
controversial topics. It's even appropriate to be firm, and double down even, on firmly
presenting how important it is to "wait" when the evidence doesn't support a single conclusion.

Almost as much as | appreciate what | think is her proper perspective the relationship of
"pleasure" to "tranquility" without descending into minimalism or asceticism, | look forward to
her at some point in the future specifically diving into the canonics/epistemology issue. None of
us are comfortable with endorsing words like "dogmatism" given the baggage those words
carry, and yet getting comfortable with the idea that there is a legitimate line between radical
skepticism and "knowing" anything at all is not territory with which most of us are familiar in
dealing with. The firmness of her tone of voice encourages me to think that she's going to be
able to tackle that issue successfully too.
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