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Perhaps primordial is not so much a time, as it is a state or condition. An uncoupled atom, a
"first beginning" or "seed of things" in Lucretian terms, is the atom in its primordial state. It
'falls' along an inertial path in whatever direction, swerves unpredictably, 'falls' again, couples
with another atom, joins other couplings to form a body, dissolves, and falls away in an endless
cycle of accretion and dissolution.
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