The Twelve Fundamentals - Discussion on Lucretius
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Post by “Don” of January 3, 2023 at 8:35 AM

After reading my post from last night in the light of day, | can still feel my visceral reaction to
that Stoic article. However, | ask the forum: Am | being too harsh?

Epicurus certainly didn't spare his barbed words for people he disagreed with, but he also said
it's better to believe in the gods than it is to accept hard determinism.

To me, though, it seems like accepting one's Fate decreed by Providence is combining *both*
the gods *and* determinism and trying to sit that fence must surely be uncomfortable in the

end. But if they find pleasure in "believing" that, am | to point out the precariousness of their
position?

It seems to me that Epicurus also held that the best way to live was to understand how the
universe actually works in reality.

Thoughts welcomed (at the risk of hijacking this thread).

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2570-the-twelve-fundamentals-discussion-on-lucretius-today-
podcast/?postiD=21724#post21724 1



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2570-the-twelve-fundamentals-discussion-on-lucretius-today-podcast/?postID=21724#post21724
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2570-the-twelve-fundamentals-discussion-on-lucretius-today-podcast/?postID=21724#post21724

