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Quote from Cassius

Chris Fisher is if I recall one of the traditional Stoics. I give him credit at least for
consistency over the "modern" stoics with whom he spars.

I can certainly understand credit for consistency, but - oh - to *believe* the universe somehow
has a plan and you are an integral part of that plan strikes me as the height of hubris and
delusion. I find the fact that while there is no plan, no providence, no watchmaker(s), we are
still here and can still find peace and awe and friendship and pleasure in this brief time of our
existence to be an occasion for joy. The terrible happens, but it's not to test our resolve or
whatever. It's just terrible! But it will pass. We grieve. We cry. But friendships and loved ones
comfort. We take pleasure in memory. We find - sometimes days, sometimes years - later,
pleasure still awaits us. Peace of mind returns. By some providential purpose and design?! No!
Through prudent choices, or sometimes just patience to give ourselves time to see it again. I
find the "I am an actor in a providential cosmic play, watch my virtuous suffering" to be
repugnant. The universe does not "care" about me. There is no divine Providence mapping my
fate. Thank the gods, I say, tongue firmly in cheek! I set sail on my own little boat, tossed on
waves or sailing calm seas. But it's up to me to determine my course and to take responsibility.
I recognize there are some for whom life *is* painful, lonely, and miserable. But that is not Fate
or Providence for them to endure or to accept. I cannot help all people everywhere nor will I
punish myself for that. That helps neither them nor me. But I also don't accept that they should
"love Fate" and wait to see what Providence has planned for them.

Atoms or Providence indeed! I plant my feet firmly in the real world and choose atoms!
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