
Episode 154 - "Epicurus And His Philosophy" Part 10
- The Canon, Reason, and Nature 01
Post by “Cassius” of December 29, 2022 at 11:37 AM

It's been a long while since I read the article in full but I am expecting both Joshua and you
Todd will find yourself in agreement with it. As DeWitt states in the summary, on it's face the
statement is absurd, and since we don't usually expect Epicurus to be taking absurd positions,
something else must be going on! As often is the case we might not all end up agreeing with
DeWitt's precise phrasing, but I think points the way in the right direction.

Quote from Norman DeWitt

The aim of this article is to show reasons for believing that the statement in the
heading is false as usually understood. It is absurd; the documentation is deficient,
misleading, and from prejudiced sources; advocates of its validity go beyond their
authorities. It is inconsistent with Epicurus' theory of perception, his terminology, his
account of vision, his classifications, his treatment of the criteria in his Principal
Doctrines, his account of heavenly phenomena in the letter to Pythocles, and his
recommendations to students. Ancient proofs of it are polemical sophistries. Modern
misinterpretations have arisen from the ambiguity of αληθής which has three meanings
in Epicureanism: 1. real or self- existent; 2. relatively true; 3. absolutely true.
Sensations have been confused with judgments.
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