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If we don't have a theory that allows us to understand this approach, then that's when we lose
confidence in the natural faculties and start looking for other means of understanding the "true
world" that is allegedly beyond the reach of our senses.

Quote

[500] And if reason is unable to unravel the cause, why those things which close at
hand were square, are seen round from a distance, still it is better through lack of
reasoning to be at fault in accounting for the causes of either shape, rather than to let
things clear seen slip abroad from your grasp, and to assail the grounds of belief, and
to pluck up the whole foundations on which life and existence rest. For not only would
all reasoning fall away; life itself too would collapse straightway, unless you chose to
trust the senses, and avoid headlong spots and all other things of this kind which must
be shunned, and to make for what is opposite to these. Know, then, that all this is but
an empty store of words, which has been drawn up and arrayed against the senses.

[513] Again, just as in a building, if the first ruler is awry, and if the square is wrong and
out of the straight lines, if the level sags a whit in any place, it must needs be that the
whole structure will be made faulty and crooked, all awry, bulging, leaning forwards or
backwards, and out of harmony, so that some parts seem already to long to fall, or do
fall, all betrayed by the first wrong measurements; even so then your reasoning of
things must be awry and false, which all springs from false senses.

[522] Now it is left to explain in what manner the other senses perceive each their own
object—a path by no means stony to tread.
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