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Quote from Joshua

Another way to put this would be to say that any given sensation gives accurate
information, buy no individual sensation contains all possible accurate information.

Yes I think that's the key. The senses are irrational and do not inject any opinion when they
report something. The report what they receive without comment. But no single sensation tells
the whole story, nor does a later sensation have the power to say that the first one was
"wrong." The key seems to be that all issues of
"right" and "wrong" or "true" or "false" are issues that are assembled in the volitional mind, and
a large part of all this epistemology we are about to discuss is how to assemble the data into
concepts or pictures or opinion or whatever, and what standards we are going to use to decide
whether the concept or picture or opinion is "true" or 'false."

And I think that's where the issue of "certain" or "confident" comes in, and we have to define
what those words mean, beause we're not fictional supernatural gods who have access to
omniscience or omnipresence to be able to say that your own perspective or conclusion is
"final." We don't have access to that kind of finality (which is made up in the first place) and yet
we still have to have an understanding of what it is for us to "know" something with enough
confidence to base our life on it and make decisions.

That section of Lucretius that we are discussing in Book 4 is probably one of the best ways to
get at all this, in my view. And it's interesting that that discussion comes right around the same
place as the discussion of "illusions" and also "images."
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