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Post by “Don” of December 27, 2022 at 4:04 PM

All we have from the Letter to the philosophers of Mytilene that Dewitt references in that
"satire" section:

Epicurus: Fragments - translation

[ U113 ]

Diogenes Laertius, Lives of Philosophers, X.8: Furthermore, Epicurus himself in his letters says
of Nausiphanes: "This so maddened him that he abused me and called me a didaskalon." {=
"pedagogue," a trite, pedantic teacher} Epicurus used to call Nausiphanes a pleumonon. {=
"jellyfish," imputing obtuseness and insensibility}

Uuli4 ]

Sextus Empiricus, Against the Professors, 1.3: Epicurus, then, though he had been one of this
man’s disciples, did his best to deny the fact in order that he might be thought to be a self-
taught and original philosopher, and tried hard to blot out the reputation of Nausiphanes, and
became a violent opponent of the Arts and Sciences wherein Nausiphanes prided himself. Thus,
in his Letter to the Philosophers of Mytilene, Epicurus says, "l quite suppose that ‘the bellowers’
will fancy that | am even a disciple of ‘the jellyfish’ having sat under him in the company of
some crapulous striplings;" whereby he calls Nausiphanes a "jellyfish" as being without sense.
And again, after proceeding further and abusing the man at length, he hints at his proficiency in
Arts and Sciences when he says - "In fact he was a sorry fellow and exercised himself on
matters which cannot possibly lead to wisdom," alluding thereby to Arts and Sciences.
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