Epicurus and the Pompeii Mosaic

Post by “Joshua” of December 26, 2022 at 9:46 PM

This is the School of Athens fiasco all over again. The mosaic:

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2805-epicurus-and-the-pompeii-mosaic/?postiID=21594#post21594



https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plato%27s_Academy_mosaic
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2805-epicurus-and-the-pompeii-mosaic/?postID=21594#post21594
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Appears to portray six Greek philosophers in various attitudes of respose, gathered around a
central figure leaning against a tree, and thought to be Plato. As is frequently the case, no one
can know for sure who the artist intended to portray. | have seen the second man from the right
identified as Epicurus, though this is not the common assessment.

In favor the Epicurus argument is this statue:

In both statue and mosaic, the subject is featured with the right foot forward and the right
forearm bent upward, holding a scroll. In the actual statue the head and right arm were lost,

and the work was fitted with a different head and different limb. The hypothesized scroll in the
hand was of course lost with the limb.
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