Epicureans and the Ancient Greek Gods (Imagery of
"Gods" / "Gods Among Men")

Post by “Matt” of February 13, 2019 at 10:21 AM

Quote from Cassius

LD let me ask you that question | am discussing -- If you were trying to visualize the
highest and best life you could live, what kind of imagery would you visualize?

Cassius, to answer your question in regard to how | would visualize the highest "deified" good in
life from an Epicurean perspective, | would say that it would have to correspond entirely to the
description of the Epicurean specific deities. Anything short of that might as well be nothing at
all. This issue of visualizing the Epicurean gods becomes immensely difficult as they are
described in a very specific way. This could be a subject of discussion for another thread
entirely...building a physical image of an Epicurean god from what has been given to us from
Epicurus. If that is even possible | do not know.

As for just imagery that corresponds to just the "highest and best life" in our non-divine realm it
would have to be imagery of pleasure that is available to mortals on a daily basis food, sex,
friends etc. These images are of common things that give us pleasure. Down to earth images
etc.

And to respond to Elli...Hi Elli!

Once again in my opinion, to accept the Greco-Roman gods for the purposes iconography is in
my opinion continuing to add attributes to the divine beings that Epicurus said was considered
impious. Zeus is the Zeus of the Theogony, no matter how you try to swing it. There is no
Epicurean Zeus, if it is argued that the pederastic and wrathful Zeus of the Theogony is some
aberration of impious poets, then it can be argued that all deities could be models for Epicurean
iconography regardless of culture. You would not be constrained to Greco-Roman deities but
would be free to utilize the Hindu and Mesopotamian Pantheons as well. Logically it doesn't
make any sense to argue in favor of them.
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