Perspectives On "Proving" That Pleasure is "The
Good"

Post by “Charles” of December 20, 2022 at 8:40 PM

Quote from Todd

| don't see any references to babies or animals in either the PD or the Letter to
Menoeceus. Of course that doesn't prove Epicurus didn't use the cradle argument. But
the case remains open!

The best source for this is actually from Diogenes Laertius.
Quote

A further difference from the Cyrenaics: they thought that bodily pains were worse than
those of the soul, and pointed out that offenses are visited by bodily punishment. But
Epicurus held that the pains of the soul are worse, for the flesh is only troubled for the
moment, but the soul for past, present, and future. In the same way the pleasures of
the soul are greater. As proof that pleasure is the end, he points out that all
living creatures as soon as they are born take delight in pleasure, but resist
pain by a natural impulse apart from reason. Therefore we avoid pain by instinct,
just as Heracles, when he is being devoured by the shirt of Nessus, cries aloud,

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2795-perspectives-on-proving-that-pleasure-is-the-
good/?postiD=21421#post21421 1



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2795-perspectives-on-proving-that-pleasure-is-the-good/?postID=21413#post21413
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2795-perspectives-on-proving-that-pleasure-is-the-good/?postID=21421#post21421
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2795-perspectives-on-proving-that-pleasure-is-the-good/?postID=21421#post21421

