Epicurus' Warning To the Young Man Who Was "Too
Prone To The Pleasures Of Love"

Post by “Cassius” of February 11, 2019 at 2:12 PM
For comparison and for future study, here is the part of Tusculan Disputations where Cicero
criticizes Plato in particular, and seemingly the Stoics, and seems to praise Epicurus' position:

https://archive.org/details/cicero...ceuoft/page/156

XXXIIL However, we may allow the poets to trifle, in
whase fables “m.fupim imself engaged in these de-
bancheries: but let a8 apply to the masters of virtue—
the phi hnmﬂlﬂniﬁﬁemhmjﬁnl';m;
amd in this they differ icurus, who, is mot
much mistaken. For what is that love ﬂmﬂip!
How comes it that no one is in love with a deformed
young man, or & handsome old one? I am of
that this love of men had its rise from the Gymnasties of
the Greeks, where these kinds of loves are admissiblo and
permitted ; therefore Ennins spoke well:

The consare of this cxime to those is des
Who saked bodies first exposed to view,

[
:
i

love itself as an endeavor buﬁmpnl' i lamﬁmmhlup out of
the appearance of beanty. Now, there is
one in the nature of things Without d1diive, widhols S
ﬂhmnaigwum be a lover; for he is feee
from all lust: I have nothing to say to him, as iv is
Iust of which I am now i But should there be
any love—as thero cortainly is—which is but little, or per-
haps not at all, shove of as his is in the
Lauecadin—

Bhonld there be sny God whose eare T am—
it is inpumbent on all the Gods to see that e enjoys his
—amorons pleasure,
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