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Good"
Post by “Don” of December 20, 2022 at 6:41 PM

Quote from Todd

"Older people are more complicated. They seek pleasure in more advanced ways, and
they often appear to seek pain in the short-term. But they hope that will bring them
even greater pleasure later."

I think that is a great formulation. It avoids the "infants are just better" problems.

I could see that formulation, but I'd push back on "infants are better."

They're not better. They're a data point. Animals are another data point. These demonstrate
through observation that this is a natural inclination to seek pleasure and avoid pain.

Adults not seeking pleasure but are another data point demonstrating what happens when we
don't skillfully seem pleasure.

Pain and pleasure don't tell us what to act upon but themselves. They are a guide. We use our
reasoning ability to weigh outcomes and seek that which will lead to a maximally pleasurable
life.
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