
Perspectives On "Proving" That Pleasure is "The
Good"
Post by “Cassius” of December 20, 2022 at 4:43 PM

So as to the question of whether the cradle argument is reasoning, we have the cradle
argument being a form of " direction of attention" rather than "proof and formal argument."

".. no one of which facts are we bound to support by elaborate arguments; it is enough merely
to draw attention to the fact; and there is a difference between proof and formal argument on
the one hand and a slight hint and direction of the attention on the other; the one process
reveals to us mysteries and things under a veil, so to speak; the other enables us to pronounce
upon patent and evident facts. Moreover, seeing that if you deprive a man of his senses there is
nothing left to him, it is inevitable that nature herself should be the arbiter of what is in accord
with or opposed to nature. Now what facts does she grasp or with what facts is her decision to
seek or avoid any particular thing concerned, unless the facts of pleasure and pain?"
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