Perspectives On "Proving" That Pleasure is "The
Good"

Post by “Don” of December 20, 2022 at 1:21 PM

Quote from Charles

ground it into something purely Epicurean

Hmmm... So that's the issue then. To be "purely Epicurean" hints at there being some
"essence" of Epicurus's philosophy whereas Epicurus tried to use nature (and human nature) as
it is found to serve as the foundation. There are definitely technical, specific terms used in
Epicureanism like prolepsis, but "pleasure" is meant to cast a wide net and to be grounded in
the natural feeling of pleasure vs pain. Epicurus's whole thing was to expand the definition in
contrast to the Cyrenaics and Platonists.

To narrowly define pleasure or to constrain it would be a step in the wrong direction | believe.
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