Perspectives On "Proving" That Pleasure is "The
Good"

Post by “Cassius” of December 20, 2022 at 10:19 AM

Todd | think the direction you are talking about would make for a really important discussion
but we probably ought to branch it off from this thread on the Austin book. If you get time could
you tee up that question under a new title, because | think it would help a lot if we had a thread
on it - especially since you've had time to think about the issues for several years now, - would
make for a good discussion that should be findable in the future.

Quote from Todd

A theory grounded in reality, of course, but still a theory. This is might be a corrosive
desire.

| don't think that's a corrosive desire at all -- at least it's not corrosive to consider the question
and try to come to a resting place on what is possible and what is not.

This from Pythocles seems applicable:
Quote from Letter to Pythocles

[86] We must not try to force an impossible explanation, nor employ a method of
inquiry like our reasoning either about the modes of life or with respect to the solution
of other physical problems: witness such propositions as that ‘the universe consists of
bodies and the intangible,” or that ‘the elements are indivisible,' and all such
statements in circumstances where there is only one explanation which harmonizes
with phenomena. For this is not so with the things above us: they admit of more than
one cause of coming into being and more than one account of their nature which
harmonizes with our sensations.

[87] For we must not conduct scientific investigation by means of empty assumptions
and arbitrary principles, but follow the lead of phenomena: for our life has not now any
place for irrational belief and groundless imaginings, but we must live free from
trouble.

Now all goes on without disturbance as far as regards each of those things which may
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be explained in several ways so as to harmonize with what we perceive, when one
admits, as we are bound to do, probable theories about them. But when one accepts
one theory and rejects another, which harmonizes as well with the phenomenon, it is
obvious that he altogether leaves the path of scientific inquiry and has recourse to
myth.
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