"Epicurus, Father of the Enlightenment" Article
Review

Post by “Cassius” of December 19, 2022 at 6:16 PM

Quote from Godfrey

Having dipped just a little into reading Aristotle, | would say that Epicurus was reacting
against basing a philosophy on the polis rather than the individual. Aristotle, Plato, the
Stoics and others determined that what was good for the polis was best for the
individual, whereas Epicurus determined that the best life results from an
understanding of nature and through the experience of the individual

You know things can begin to come into focus pretty easily when you realize that ANYTIME
someone suggests a goal other than "pleasure" as an end it itself then the reasoning is going to
come to grief. On the other hand, it's as clear as day that when seen as "tools" these other
things (virtue, money, even "politics") can have their uses when they are strictly kept on a
leash with the ultimate goal in mind, rather than ends in themselves. It really should not be so
hard for anyone to understand that "sometimes" it is going to be necessary to engage in
political activity, just like in general we choose any tool that helps us toward our goal, and that
we even choose pain for the sake of greater pleasure or less pain in the end. Epicurus doesn't
reject virtue or anything else as "bad in themselves" except as they factor into the ultimate
question of happy living.
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