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Quote

from hence I might infer that no heroic poem can be writ on the Epicurean principles,

Infuriating.

Thought not giving poetry at the time, Torquatus specifically refutes this in describing his
ancestors, and even Cicero had to admit that the example of Cassius showed that there was
much more vigor in Epicurean philosophy than Cicero had imagined.

[15.16] Cicero to Cassius [Rome, January, 45 B.C.]

3 But of this later on. I am only sounding you now to see in what spirit you take it. For if you are
angry and annoyed, I shall have more to say, and shall insist upon your being reinstated in that
school of philosophy, out of which you have been ousted "by violence and an armed force." In
this formula the words "within this year" are not usually added; so even if it is now two or three
years since, bewitched by the blandishments of Pleasure, you sent a notice of divorce to Virtue,
I am free to act as I like. And yet to whom am I talking? To you, the most gallant gentleman in
the world, who, ever since you set foot in the forum, have done nothing but what bears every
mark of the most impressive distinction. Why, in that very school you have selected I
apprehend there is more vitality than I should have supposed, if only because it has your
approval. "
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