Did Epicurus Commit Suicide Due To His Disease?
(Merger of Two Threads On When Voluntary Death
Makes Sense)

Post by “Cassius” of December 14, 2022 at 5:50 AM

Quote from Don

| always saw this as more palliative for the pain than any hint of suicide.

Yes | have always presumed that too, but | am no expert on the effects of wine or even warm
baths. | am not sure what kind of pain that disease causes, or whether it would even make
sense to think that warmth of a bath might be of any relief. | suppose today we use narcotics
and other such drugs when we are really in pain, and | presume things like "a shot of whiskey'
are used to dull pain, but it would be interesting to hear more from a medical side, or from
someone more familiar with ancient Greek medicine. For example, why wine as opposed to
something else? As Nate has been mentioning lately, didn't the ancient Greeks have access to
perhaps even hallucinogenic drugs that might also have been used for pain? To what extent
was the undiluted wine "enjoyable" (as was maybe the warm bath) rather than something to
hasten death? The way DL writes it, it is almost as if getting in the bath and drinking the wine
would naturally be expected to lead to death, but if so that's totally unintuitive to me.
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