Did Epicurus Commit Suicide Due To His Disease?
(Merger of Two Threads On When Voluntary Death
Makes Sense)

Post by “Don” of December 14, 2022 at 5:42 AM

So, Diogenes Laertius says:
Quote

Hermippus relates that he entered a bronze bath of lukewarm water and asked for
unmixed wine, [16] which he swallowed, and then, having bidden his friends remember
his doctrines, breathed his last.

Here is something of my own about him29 :

Farewell, my friends ; the truths | taught hold fast :
Thus Epicurus spake, and breathed his last.

He sat in a warm bath and neat wine quaff'd,

And straightway found chill death in that same draught.
Such was the life of the sage and such his end.

29 Anth. Pal. vii. 106.
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Henry George Liddell, Robert Scott, A Greek-English Lexicon, &kpa_ Toc

| always saw this as more palliative for the pain than any hint of suicide. Ancient Greeks
typically watered their wine down in a krater to drink. Drinking undiluted wine would have been
noteworthy.

To me, this just points to the fact that one does everything to ease one's pain, but his drinking
it and then dying seems to me that he was trying to eliminate pain from the disease/condition
that was killing him and that he was on the verge of death already. I'd have to see evidence
other than this text to convince me it was a suicide. And not Diogenes' poem. That was written
hundreds of years after Epicurus's death.
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