Did Epicurus Commit Suicide Due To His Disease?
(Merger of Two Threads On When Voluntary Death
Makes Sense)

Post by “Cassius” of December 14, 2022 at 5:30 AM

Thanks again, Martin. Couple of things:

(1) The exercise reminds me that we have a link database that people are welcome to add to
here: https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/index.php?link-overview/ | used that to find the
Athens Greece Epicurean website: https://www.epicuros.gr/pages/en.htm

(2) I found the article, so I did not have to email Christos. Here is the presentation in full:
https://www.epicuros.gr/arthra/Euthana...poulos 2017.pdf

Unfortunately the only real detail is:
Quote

Moreover, the evidence that his friends put Epicurus in a tub of hot water and gave him
undiluted wine as he wished is an insightful piece of information i.e. he was preparing
for his end, with the help of his friends. He acted upon this when he knew his end was
approaching and he did this in a most relieving manner. Hot water alleviated his severe
pains and relaxed his body. The undiluted wine created mental relaxation. The
undiluted wine hastened his end as it reacted on an already weakened body. In other
words, Epicurus perhaps did what we call today "euthanasia in the final stages of
incurable disease." He acted this way just before approaching his natural end and not a
moment sooner, despite his unbearable pains. He managed this due to his philosophy.'

But you have a very good memory, Martin.
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