Epicurus' Birthday 2023 - (The Most Comprehensive
Picture Yet!)

Post by “Don” of December 12, 2022 at 11:56 PM

Pritchett sounds like quite a Powerhouse!

PRITCHETT, William Kendrick

and to our current discussion:
Quote

Kendrick Pritchett was a combative scholar who flourished in the rough and tumble of
scholarly debate. While still at Princeton, before he was forty, he published Calendars of
Athens with Otto Neugebauer, a leading historian of ancient science at Brown
University. Renouncing published views he earlier shared with his mentor and
collaborator, B. D. Meritt, Pritchett mounted a spirited defense of a lunar-observed
calendar in ancient Athens and of the organization of the year of the Council of Five
Hundred as described by Aristotle in his Constitution of the Athenians. Meritt adopted a
more flexible constitutional system and relied more heavily on the evidence for the
calendar in Athenian inscriptions. Hence was born a long and often bitter controversy
between the two leading scholars in America on Attic time-reckoning and inscriptions. It
was to continue until Meritt's death in 1989. Discussion of the details of the Athenian
calendar became in their hands so abstruse that for decades few other scholars have
ventured into the jungle. This episode in the study of ancient Athens awaits its impartial
historian.
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