Epicurus' Birthday 2023 - (The Most Comprehensive
Picture Yet!)

Post by “Don” of December 12, 2022 at 11:25 PM

From the book Elli referenced in her post above:
Athenian calendars and ekklesias by Pritchett, W. Kendrick (William Kendrick). 2001

Accessible to borrow for free at Internet Archive
https://archive.org/details/atheni...ge/n14/mode/1lup

The chart on p. xiii:
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TETPAs ioTapévov, €éoLdrTos &

4.

5. mWEuwTN loTapévou, éoidrTos 4
6. €xTn loTapévov, éodrTos 5
7. €pdoun ioTapévor, éodiTos 4
8. oOybin LoTapévou, émdiTos n
9. €vatn woTapfvov, éadrTos 6’
10. Bekdn ioTapérov, éqdvTos L
11. €vdexdm La”
12.  SwdexdTn g
13. 7pitn émi Béxa Ly”
14. TeTpas émni &ka 16"
15. wépwmn €ém &xa, dxopnia (IG P 6) e’
16. €xTn €mi déxa Ty
17. ¢éBBoun éni &ka W’
18. oOybon emi &éxa m’
19. ¢€vamn €m déxa 18’
20. eikds, elxooTr), SexdTn mWpoTdpa, dexaTT TMpoTeEpaia K’
21. Bexkatn dbivorTos, bexdatn LoTépa, BexdTn amdvTos Kka'
22.  évamn ¢BlvovTos, peT elkdbas, amdvTos K
23. oybon ¢BlvovTos, pet’ eixabas, amovTos Kn’
24. €Bbopn bbivovrTos, et elkdbas, amovTos «{’
25. éxTn dBivovtos, et eikddas, amdvtos kg
26. wepwTy dbivorTos, pet’ elkabas, amovios KE
27. Tevpas $bivovtos, pet’ eikabas, amovros K&
28. TpiTn dbivorTos, pet’ eixabas, amovros Ky
29. (full month) evtépa $Bivortos, peT” eikabas, dmovtos «p’
30. é&vm kai véa, AnpnTpLds b1

From Pritchett's note on p. 56:
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Aristophanes Clouds 1131 gives the count as €ikds, voTepa €lkas. At
Erythrai,_the 20th day was designated as mpotépa (without bekatn): F.
Graf, Nordionische Kulte (1985) 195. The eikds was sacred to Apollo, be-
ing the day on which he was born: Ety. Mag. 298.1. For a decree of the Ei-
kadels, see IG 11> 1258 (324/3 B.C.). Elkabios was an epithet of Apollo,
see Wernicke, RE s.v. (1895) 50.60-66. The son of Apollo was Eikddios.

Pritchett also has a book on the Choiseul Marble, also available to borrow at Archive:

The Choiseul marble : Pritchett, W. Kendrick (William Kendrick), 1909- : Free Download, Borrow,

and Streaming : Internet Archive
[8], 120 p.: 24 cm
archive.org

From that book, here is the footnote on p. 24

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2756-epicurus-birthday-2023-the-most-comprehensive-picture-
yet/?postiD=21181#post21181 3



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/attachment/3121-pasted-from-clipboard-png/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/attachment/3121-pasted-from-clipboard-png/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/attachment/3121-pasted-from-clipboard-png/
https://archive.org/details/choiseulmarble0000prit
https://archive.org/details/choiseulmarble0000prit
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2756-epicurus-birthday-2023-the-most-comprehensive-picture-yet/?postID=21181#post21181
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2756-epicurus-birthday-2023-the-most-comprehensive-picture-yet/?postID=21181#post21181

To maintain that the abandonment of stoichedon order and the crowding of letters constitute
arguments for a lack of available space is to misunderstand completely the inferior workmanship
of the Tonic mason. What would this factor have to do, for example, with variation in the height
of letter forms? I deduce that the mason was non-Athenian from the fact that in all Athenian
inscriptions the regular way to refer to the bwentiet day of a month was by the phase dekate
protera; this 15 what the Attic mason use . The lonic mason, however, inscribed the
=phraee“‘on the bwentietH day of the month,” the only use of such a phrase I know of in all
official Attic inscriptions. The Tonic mason was not familiar with the regular way to indicate
days in the Athenian calendar. The word etkoste has been restored elsewhere, but without
warrant.

% There are only three possibilities: Erechtheis, Kekropis, and Antiochis,

In light of Pritchett's critique of Meritt and his Choiseul Marble text, | may substitute Pritchett's
work for Meritt's in my paper. However, from what | read in Pritchett's books, the basic thesis of
the "earlier tenth/mpotepa &ekatn" = 20th of the month still stands from my
perspective.Pritchett does talk a lot about the omitted days that determined the hollow and full
month, but the term for the 20th appears to stay intact. If someone checks out the book from
Internet Archive, please feel free to correct me if I'm reading it wrong, please!

Pritchett also praises Chronologie Untersuchungen uber das Kalenderwesen d. Griechen,
insonderheit d. Athener

by Mommsen, August (1883) available for free (but in German!!) at Internet Archive as "the
best collection of days in literary resources." In fact, Mommsen seems to be skeptical of the use
of mpotepa dekatn; however, he also seems to assert that Epicurus's Will should be interpreted
as Epicurus referring to both dates as the 20th within that section of his Will. If Martin would
weigh in the German when he has a chance, it would be greatly appreciated. I'll put it below.
That said, it appears Pritchett is fine with asserting "dekatn npotepa = 20th" later and in the
note in the Choiseul Marble. Mommsen did publish his work in 1883. Kendrick published in
1970, so I'm not sure Mommsen had access to the Choiseul Marble.

Mommsen, pp.93-94:
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2) Ich ziele mit obigen Textworten auf die dubilse mgorfpa d¢-
wary in Epikurs Testament, Diog. Ladrt. X 18 p, 259 Cobet #x 3} row
ywvonfveor mpododwy rov Sidopéver ap’ Huor Anvvopdyo xal Tigo-
wparsr xare to dvvaroy usoiléicdooay ped’ ‘Eoudogov exomovuevor sig
tée ta fvaylopare te s margl xel ty wyrel xal vois adelgpois nal
nuiv els ey eldonivyy ayeodar yevédliov quégay fxdarov frove o
mpotépa dexary tod Paunliovog, og xal &ls v yiwopévny cvvodov
Excaror unvds tads sixdor tov cvupilosopovvray fuiv g ty quar
te xal Mnrgodwgor pvijuny xurqrerayuivny’ cvveele(rwoay 8} el
iy tov adelgay nuipay tov Toceidedvos nadanep wal fuels ovy-
telelrocay 3% nal tqv ITolvalvov rov Merayeirmavog. Vgl. Petersen
Geburtstagst. S, 309, Bockh, Kohler, Reusch verstehn unter mporépa
dexaty tov lap, den 10. Gam. Bei alten Epikern findet sich aller-
dings wpdrspog, momrog, mpwriorog als Bezeichnung der 1. Dekade, s, o.
Hesiods Mon, Tag 6 und 9, aber der attische Sprachgebranch kennt kein
moorépn == [orapivov, Wo mpotépa bei Tagnamen vorkommt, hat es
andern Sinn, 8. v, ‘Stir, des Kal.’, Eine mporipa dexarn == dexary lora-
uévov nach epischer Ausdrucksweise ist in [Epikurs |T'estament anffillig,
Eine Gebnrtstagsfeier des Epikur am 10 Gam. ist auch sachlich auf-
fallend. Die Philosophenschulen feierten ihre Stifter an Gottergeburts-
tagen, die Akademiker wilthlten Apollonstage (Hebdomaden), die Epi-
kureer Tage des Bakchos, der in spiiterer Zeit mit Apoll identificiert
ward (Eikaden). Plinius N, H, 85, 2 (Bockh Stud, 8. 89) giebt denn
anch eine vicesima luna an als Geburtstag des Epikur, und die abwei-
chende Angabe des Diog. Lairt. X 14, nach der Epikur am 7 Gam,
geboren ist (Bdckh a. 0.), bietet wenigstens einen Apollonstag. Ein
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10 hat keine Gottesgeburt aufzuweisen, entspricht also keineswegs
den Erwartungen. — Daher haben Meier und Andere gemeint die mgo-
téiga dexary sei der 20, so genannt gegeniiber dem 21, der vorfpa
Sexary heisst. Aber es fehlt ganz und gar an Belegen fiir eine mpo-
tépa dexary == Tag 20, und die Worte des epikurischen Testaments
sind dieser Erklirung nichts weniger als giinstiz, da, wenn die im
selben Satze vorkommenden Ausdriicke 7 mporépa dexdry und eixcar
alle beide den 20 bezeichnen, statt ¢} mpotipe dexcry vielmehr 3
elxads erwartet wird. Vgl. Bockh Stud, 8. 90 und A. Reusch de dieb.
contionum p, 29 f, — Unter diesen Umstiinden scheint gezweifelt werden
zu konnen, ob die mporépe dexary auf richtiger Ueberlieferung beruht.
Man kinute ¢y verépe dex. schreiben, wilrde aber damit dem Sach-
verhiiltniss nicht geniigen. — Hermes V 8. 388 Gomperz Papyr, Heren-
lan, Exixovgos xav to [Liv dietéle v fuéeay Imenuaivo|u)evos
a[vejod (leg. »" rob *am 20°) Mesaye[e]e]s iavos, [elt’ ovy]| tavey
tede[v]enoavrog (ITodvaivov), [@e)xeg evloyov, slrs raviy yevidliov
dognno[z]og bringt keine Hiilfe.
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